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• the [1,2]-shift occurs when one of the substituents is capable of stabilizing 
radicals (R1 = benzyl, diphenylmethyl, etc.), during the [1,2]-shift, the 
stereocenter on the migrating group suffers extensive racemization;

• the [2,3]-shift is common when one of the substituents is allylic, the [2,3]-
shift usually takes place much faster than the [1,2]-shift and the transfer of 
chirality of the migrating group is possible;

• when any of the groups are alkyl groups that have a hydrogen atom at their 
β-position, the Cope elimination becomes competitive; 



Mechanism
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